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SSM^SKKS ESS X^r^^SW ,nternalfona ' Pre,imina * 

This REPORT consists of a total of 7 sheets, including this cover sheet. 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising- 

a. □ sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of sheets, as t6Hom- 

Administrative Instructions). a^nonzed by this Authonty (see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the 

D ttSEHKSS *£S£S^^ considers contain an amendment that goes 

Supplemental Box. »»«manonai application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 

of electronic carrler(s)) , containing a 
Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Seffiec^^ *• Supplement!. 



b. □ 




Box No. I 
Box No. II 
Box No. Ill 
H Box No. IV 
S Box No. V 



□ 
□ 



El Box No. VI 
S Box No. VII 
£9 Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

u c ;~i:r ton ■* re9ard ,o no,e,,y ' ,nven,,v ° -*> m 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 

tSS, S2SSs^S"tX?Ns ° n ,hS in,ema "° nal app " oafon ,h * '* «** « was 

B -~ En g „sh. 

H international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 1 (b)) 
□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 
U international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

SV^^^ is based on (replacement sheets wnicn 

report as "originally filed- and i^2SS^?ffi!^? " m ' a "°' 7 ^ W are referred to in this 



Description, Pages 
1-19 

Claims, Numbers 
1-27 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/13-13/13 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



□ 



3. □ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. □ 



Supplemental Box (Rule 70 2(c)) considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded." 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



1. H In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees, the applicant has- 

□ restricted the claims. 
El paid additional fees. 

□ paid additional fees under protest. 

□ neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers ma. the requirement of unity of invention in ecoordence with Rules f 3.1 , f 3.2 end 13.3 

□ complied with. 

H not complied with for the following reasons: 
see separate sheet 

4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application:- 
S all parts. 

□ the parts relating to claims Nos. . 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Yes: 


Claims 


1-25, 27 


No: 


Claims 


26 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-25, 27 


No: 


Claims 


26 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-27 


No: 


Claims 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 
and /or 

2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 
see separate sheet 

Box No. VM Certain defects in the international application 



following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 



». VIII Certain observations on the international application 





see separate sheet 




see separate sheet 
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Re Item IV. 

The separate inventions are: 
Claims 1 -25 

Package for containers with a reinforcement adjacent to the fold lines which 
connect the upper flaps to the side walls; blank for such a container 

Claims 26,27 

Apparatus for setting up packages where the blanks are not rotated during setting 
up. 

They are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept (Rule 13.1 PCT) 
for the following reasons: 

The only features common to the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 26 are 
the fact that the apparatus of claim 26 must be suitable for erecting the package of 
claim 1. An apparatus which is suitable for erecting such a package is known, see 
below. Therefore, said features are not the special technical features referred to in Rule 
13.2 PCT. 

The remaining features of claim 1 solve the problem of reinforcing the package against 
tearing when it is grabbed through the finger holes. The remaining features of claim 26 
solve the problem of reducing the overall length of the packaging machine. There is 
obviously no link between these features. 



Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 4 498 581 A 
D2: US 5 148 654 A 

2 D1 discloses a package from which the subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that the 
two layers of sheet material are provided at the location of both the second and 
third fold lines. In D1, the package is double layered only on one of these lines. 
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The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore novel. 

3 The problem solved by the subject-matter of claim 1 can be seen in reinforcing the 
package further as compared to the prior art. The inventive activity of said Object 
matter resides ,n the fact of having identified those places which need reinforcing 

4 ppM" 1 8 dePend ° n da,m 1 ' and as Such also meet the requirements of the 
poi with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

5 th l£ f ™ di , reCted t0 3 b ' ank f ° r f ° rming the P acka 9 e of c| aim 1 , which implies 
that sa.d blank must be such that, around the second and third fold lines the 
matenal will have a double thickness. None of the prior art blanks has a top panel 
long enough for meeting this request. Therefore, the blank of claim 19 is novel. 

3 For the reasons explained in connection with claim 1 , the blank of claim 1 9 
involves also an inventive activity. 

Claims 20-25 depend on claim 1 9, and as such also meet the requirements of the 
PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

^T^rZ^lTT WhiCh IS SUitab ' e f0r S6ttin 9 u ? a P acka 9e according to 
~ tntK th t b ' ank ,° f Claim 19 be with such an apparatus, it would be 
erected to the package of claim 1 without having to change the apparatus In this 
apparatus the blanks remain in the same orientation during the whole erect^g 
process. Therefore, the apparatus of claim 26 is not new. 

Moving press-on heads as claimed in claim 27 are not suggested by the prior art 
The subject-matter of claim 27 therefore meets the requirements of the PCT n 
respect of novelty and inventive activity. 



Re Item VII. 



TsZ prr TT 19 ln the *"°- pan form in accordance with Rule 

knnwn which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features 
known in combmat.on from the prior art (document D1) being placed in the 
preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in 
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the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the documents D1 and D2 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 



Re Item VIII. 



Claim 26 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for 
which protection is sought is not clearly defined. The claim attempts to define the 
subject-matter in terms of the result to be achieved (the blanks should not be 
rotated), which merely amounts to a statement of the underlying problem, without 
providing the technical features necessary for achieving this result. This would be 
solved by including the features of claim 27 into claim 26. 
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